THE BUILDING OF SAINT SOPHIA
The principal church, which was dedicated by the
founder of Constantinople to Saint Sophia, or the eternal
wisdom, had been twice destroyed by fire ; after the exile
of John Chrysostom, and during the Nika of the blue and
green factions. No sooner did the tumult subside, than
the Christian populace deplored their sacrilegious rash-
ness ; but they might have rejoiced in the calamity, had
they foreseen the glory of the new temple, which at the
end of forty days was strenuously undertaken by the
piety of Justinian. The ruins were cleared away, a more
spacious plan was described. . . . Athemius formed the
design, and his genius directed the hands of ten thousand
workmen, whose payment in pieces of fine silver was
never delayed beyond the evening. The emperor himself,
clad in a linen tunic, surveyed each day their rapid pro-
gress, and encouraged their diligence by his familiarity,
his zeal, and his rewards. The new cathedral of St. Sophia
was consecrated by the patriarch, five years, eleven
months, and ten days from the first foundation; and in
the midst of the solemn festival, Justinian exclaimed with
devout vanity, " Glory be to God, who hath thought me
worthy to accomplish so great a work; I have vanquished
thee, O Solomon ! " But the pride of the Roman Solomon,
before twenty years had elapsed, was humbled by an
earthquake, which overthrew the eastern part of the
dome. Its splendour was again restored by the persever-
ance of the same prince; and in the thirty-sixth year of
his reign, Justinian celebrated the second dedication of a
temple, which remains, after twelve centuries, a stately
monument of his fame. . . . The eye of the spectator is
disappointed by an irregular prospect of half-domes and
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